
The Pan-African Library 
Initiative

KHARTOUM + THE CRADLE



The people of Africa and her diaspora have spoken loud 
and clear. We seek a united, people-driven and integrated 
African continent. A continent that is confident in its identity, 
heritage, culture and shared values. A continent who’s story is 
told by its own people.

The Pan-African Library Initiative aims to create and foster 
environments that celebrate the arts and the contribution 
it can make to social cohesion, nation building and the 
preservation of our rich heritage and culture.



To briefly summarise

- The Pan-African Library Initiative has been created to celebrate 
our African culture and heritage as well as provide an environment 
for Africans, particularly the youth, to realise their own and the 
continent’s potential.

- The Initiative is launching with two initial libraries; The Cradle 
Signature Library and the Sudan Art + Design Library. These libraries 
will serve as catalysts for a cohesive future where communities, 
particularly the youth, are included in programmes that ensure that 
they make the best of the opportunities available within their country 
and throughout the continent.

- The concept for the Cradle Signature Library at the Matla Combined 
School, located in the Cradle of Humankind, was birthed to empower 
our most vulnerable learners through education and experience 
that arms them with knowledge and self-belief. The library will 
enable local learners and their families to address socio-economic 
challenges in their communities.

- The Sudan Art + Design Library in Khartoum is a collective effort to 
preserve the historical Sudan and foster the New Sudan, by creating 
public facilities for new art to emerge and flourish. By making the 
Sudan library freely and widely accessible, it aims to reinforce values 
of tolerance, civic participation and democratic engagement.

- These pioneering projects will serve as an example for similar 
initiatives in other communities thus improving the literary 
performance of our nation, our continent and its latent potential. 

- Our hope is for the story of separation to be replaced with one of 
unity through libraries that extend from the Cradle to the Nile and 
finally, across the entire African continent.
 

With your support, we can:

- Raise funds to design, build and furnish our two flagship 
libraries.

- Raise funds and develop programs that meet the long-term 
operational needs of the libraries.

- Raise awareness on the talented learners and individuals 
based in local, rural communities and promote their work 
within the country and the African continent.

- Work alongside various stakeholders to grow this 
Pan-African initiative that will provide opportunities to well-
deserving communities.

Your role
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Provide free and open access to a broad 
range of materials and services and preserve 
and nuture the past, present and future 
cultural patrimony of the Sudan.  

The Aim
Promote learning by exposing 

communities, particularly the youth to 
programmes that enable them to access a 

wide range of opportunities. 

The Aim

Use rammed earth, together with other earth 
building techniques as primary materials for the 

58 development in the Cradle and the 
Sudan Art & Design library in Khartoum. 

Vision

The rammed earth 
building and 

training methodology. 

Approach

How?

Participatory processes through the 
use of regenerative solutions.

Rammed Earth construction is a 
building technique that promotes 

social interactions while using 
sustainable local materials.

Why?

Benefits

Employment Micro-enterprisesUnskilled >
Skilled labourers & Site supervisors

within three weeks.

In our Kromdraai valley in the Cradle, the Columba 
Leadership Academy was built using rammed earth. 

58 built the indoor exhibition space at the NIROX Arts 
centre using the same methodology. 

Success story

The Cradle - South AfricaKhartoum - Sudan
Tolerance - Civic participation - Democratic engagement Nation building - Learning - Artistic Expression



Cradle of Humankind
CRADLE SIGNATURE LIBRARY, SOUTH AFRICA



Signature Library, 58 and NIROX 
Arts Centre have come together to 
establish a space for learning and

creating at Matla Combined School, 
in the heart of

the Cradle of humankind. 



Signature Library aims to promote learning by exposing 
communities, particularly young people, to programmes 
that will ensure that they are able to take full advantage 
of the opportunities in the community and country. 
Most importantly, Signature Library emphasizes and 
embeds the role that young people must play in nation-
building and in achieving social cohesion.

Signature Library was developed off the back of the 
rebuilding of Kholwani Primary School. Sandis’ Ubuntu 
Foundation played an integral part in persuading 
the government to do the necessary renovations to 
Kholwani Primary School to ensure the scholars are 
taught in a suitable environment. The concept was 
initiated as a way of paying gratitude to all those who 
used their signatures to bring much needed assistance 
and positive change to the school.

Sandis’ Ubuntu Foundation has an art and photography 
project branded the Signature Library Gallery. The 
project helps to preserve the talent that is overlooked 
by our society, especially in disadvantaged communities. 
The space is an archive of prominent signatures from 
book collections to art collections.

The gallery aims to teach our community about the 
importance of art and the value of investing in the arts 
in South Africa. The gallery also showcases the works 
of talented artists in our community as well as those of 
our student artists.

Signature Library



Set in Johannesburg’s highveld of the Cradle of 
Humankind, 58 is a place to restore conscious 
appreciation for life in all of its manifestations and 
create a model for a regenerative society.

Born from values of collaboration, community, 
spirituality and regeneration, the project aims to 
create a thoughtful platform for discussions and 
experiences that realign us to our humanity and nature.

58 is a place to stay, experience arts, eat farm-to-table 
food, contemplate, learn about regenerative practices, 
have treatments at the holistic healing centre, read in 
the library or swim in the waterfall. 

NIROX Art Centre is a non-profit trust for all disciplines 
of the arts, comprising of a sculpture park, artist 
residency, studios and workshops, outdoors concert 
venues and related function facilities on 30 hectares of 
landscaped parkland in the Cradle of Humankind. 

It hosts more than 50 permanent and temporary 
sculptures and installations, open to the public and by 
special appointment, by artists from across the globe, 
including Richard Long (UK), Willem Boshoff (SA) and 
Yoko Ono (JP/US).

Founded in 2009, Columba Residency’s vision is to 
instill a sense of grit, purpose, determination and 21st 
century skills, into large numbers of young African 
leaders through their unique and dynamic peer-on-peer 
leadership model. With a powerful track record of 7900 
graduates from 189 schools, Columba is creating a deep 
impact - changing the lives of individuals, the culture of 
schools and the aspirations of communities, nationwide. 
With the completion of their new permanent residency 
in the Valley, alongside NIROX, its leaders intimately 
experience the arts and nature; unharnessing new ways 
of being and imagining their future.

58

NIROX Art Centre

Columba Leadership



Matla Combined School is a state combined 
high school with 39 Teachers and 1120 
Students from Grade 1 to Grade 12. 

The school, located at Plot 520 in Kromdraai, 
Gauteng Province, is not a boarding school 
and does not offer any specialised facilities 
or courses. Matla Combined School is also in 
need of a library.

The school’s EMIS number is 700251678 and 
postal address is P.O.Box 2725, Krugersdorp, 
1740.

Matla Combined School



In the heart of the Cradle of Humankind, NIROX, 
58 and Signature library have come together 
to create the Cradle Signature Library at Matla 
Combined school — a space for learning, 
creating, and exploring.

Led by the Signature Library’s Founder Musa 
Mbele-Radebe, this project was birthed out of 
a shared vision to create a future in which the 
youth of South Africa are educated, empowered 
and inspired by the arts and have access thereto. 

Amongst the various ways in which the partners 
will be involved in the renovation and extension 
of the current library at Matla, 58 will be 
constructing a rammed earth wall together 
with the students to form part of the library 
extension — a sustainable, durable and beautiful 
way of building — and both 58 and NIROX will 
involve members of their networks to develop 
programmes, events and signature artworks for 
the space. 

The Cradle Signature Library

Build and equip a Signature Library on the 
grounds of the Matla School, through the 58 
project team

Give Cradle Signature Library access to NIROX’s 
facilities and artists

Populate the Cradle Signature Library with 
books, art projects and activity programmes 
such as graphic design, photography, drawing 
and writing

Establish Cradle Signature Library as a unique 
rural community centre, connecting teachers, 
students, parents, landowners, residents, work-
ers and visitors to the Cradle

Give Cradle Signature Library access to 58 and its 
programs and collaborators

This 3-way partnership, with support from the 
Department of Education, will:



The initiative has been driven by the concept of inclusion 
and collaboration. In order to reach our goals, we 
have introduced a series of workshops along with the 
community entitled, ‘Made for Matla’. 

To date, we have hosted three workshops with the Matla 
Combined School and Portion 26 with twenty-four 
attendees per session. This has enabled us to introduce 
the concept of the library to the community and has 
encouraged them to participate in its design. Their 
contribution has led to a rich array of content that has 
assisted the designers with creating the library.

In the long-term, the workshops will serve as a means 
for us to create external elements for the library or 
household objects for the attendees. This will be in the 
form of rammed earth benches, vases, and shading 
devices. Our intention is for the workshops to form part 
of the building’s programme and encourage knowledge-
sharing amongst the community members of the Cradle.  

The Workshops The outcomes of the workshop include:

-  The building programme proposal
-  Hand drawings and sketches
-  Materiality and Texture explorations
-  A tutorial in rammed earth building

Through a collaboration between our in-house 
architectural team and the NAIO foundation team, 
namely the Spanish architect Pedro Gosalbez and 
architectural intern Fida Sassi, we have used the 
outcomes of the workshop to produce: 

-  Conceptual designs
-  Construction documentation

This collaboration has highlighted the extent 
to which this initiative can connect us to our 
community and passionate designers across the 
world who are determined to make an impact. 



Design Development
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Khartoum
SUDAN ART + DESIGN LIBRARY



We have come together from 
different parts of the world 

united by the power of 
nurturing, preserving  and 

fostering the arts of Sudan. 



What we are setting out to do

Collate the largest 
collection of art 
and design books 
in Sudan through 
three avenues: 
Library Building, 
Digital Library and 
The Mobile Library

Establish an open 
access space for 
artists to gather, 
practice their craft 
and share work in 
their community.

Open and 
maintain a Public 
Library accessible 
to all members 
of society which 
caters to their 
diverse needs.

Erect a National 
Archive of Sudanese 
records that aims 
to preserve the 
nation’s cultural 
patrimony.

Expand archive with 
a network of public 
libraries across rural 
Sudan and facilitate 
active research 
programs about 
Sudan’s historical and 
contemporary art 
and design culture.

1

2
3

4

5



The current state of Sudan’s ‘libraries’

 Khartoum North

 Khartoum

 Omdurman

Private University Libraries Semi-Public / Public Libraries Public Book Stores



Khartoum University

Private University Library
Secondary schools / houses 

of worship / company 
commissioned community 

Semi-Public / Public Library

Al Dar Al Sudania LelKutub

Public Book Store



The primary objective of the project is the creation 
of a public art and design resource for the Sudan. 
The library will collect and give the public free and 
open access to art objects, books, and media from 
both the Sudan and abroad. These materials will be 
made available to users of the library, both at the 
permanent location, digitally, and through a mobile 
library.

Our secondary objective is to nurture new artistic 
works by providing facilities for production and 
exhibition, along with research into Sudanese 
historical-cultural output.

The Library is envisioned as a hub for all ages, a 
place to learn, to gather and communicate. A Space 
where the Sudanese youth could discover their 
creative capabilities and learn from books from all 
around the world. A spot for storytimes as well a 
corner for the elderly to reminisce about the good 
old times.

The Sudan Art + Design Library

The Digital Library

The Mobile Library

The Library Building



Performance Theatre Learning Centre Exhibition Space Recording Studio Café

This Library is a House of Culture, a...



In addition to the creation of the building, the 
narrative of the design library will be extended to 
the rest of the landscape in the form of a mobile 
design library. We intend for the library to be 
functional and mobile, with the ability to roam the 
streets of different cities and villages in Sudan.

We have conducted an online survey to establish 
the need for the library as well as the programs, 
activities, functions and facilities that will be 
utilised by the community. The outcomes of the 
survey have informed us of the need to include 
community engagement programs such as 
shaded spaces, a screen projector to play films 
or programmes, LED reading lights and spaces for 
eating and drinking. 

As part of our initiative, we have launched the 
Mobile Library Design Competition to encourage 
public participation from the talented architects 
and designers of Sudan. The winning design will 
be adopted into the official design of the mobile 
library project, with the winner being an active 
participant in its construction. 

The Sudan Art + Design 
Mobile Library

Active participation

Mobility

Social cohesion



On the heels of the Sudanese popular uprising 
against the former Bashir government, there 
has been a resurgence of civic engagement, and 
a flourishing of the arts. The uprising has also 
exposed a deep desire amongst the youth of Sudan 
for access to culture, art and knowledge with the 
pro-democracy sit-in turning it into a space and 
stage of arts and establishing an open library. 
The time is now ripe for the rebuilding of civil 
society institutions, which had been systematically 
dismantled by governments from the 1970’s till the 
most recent regime. With the new government still 
in its infancy, and dealing with deep financial and 
structural issues, it is incumbent on Sudanese, both 
at home and in the diaspora, to step up and start to 
build the capacities that will form the foundation 
of the new Sudan. It is for this reason that we the 
members of the initiative have come together to 
propose the creation of the Sudan Art and Design 
Library.

ART: GALAL YOUSIF

The time is now



SIGNATUREwords
COINCIDING WITH THE OPENING OF THE CRADLE SIGNATURE LIBRARY



In 2017 NIROX presented WORDS, a literary and arts 
festival. In 2021, it returns to the world of books to mark its 
partnership with Sandis Ubuntu Foundation to establish 
a library and art space in the Matla Combined School, 
Kromdraai — Cradle Signature Library.

NIROX will present SIGNATUREwords, a one day festival in 
the Sculpture Park, coinciding with the opening of the Cradle 
Signature Library in April 2021, on a date to be finalised.

SIGNATUREwords is focused on the power of cumulative 
change —  gathering individual signatures that together 
enable the betterment of others — and so fulfill our 
combined and personal universe.

NIROX is adding a Signature to 
the Cradle Signature Library — 
‘Everything is Connected’

‘Everything is Connected’

Co-curated with:
58
Hear my Voice SA
Sandis Ubuntu Foundation
Columba Leadership Academy 
Matla Combined School, Kromdraai
University of Johannesburg
Read to Rise
National School of the Arts   
Open Window University 

A rich program of:
Book-launches
Readings
Recitals
Performances
Talks

in the splendour of the NIROX Sculpture Park.





Project Timeline

 

 

 

 

 

The SIGNATUREwords Festival

The Launch of the 
Cradle Signature Library 

Announcement:
The Sudan Mobile Library
Competition

The Opening of the 
Cradle Signature Library

Launch of the
Sudan Mobile Library 

The Opening of the 
Sudan Art and Design Library 

Phase 1Phase 0 Phase 2

December 2021June 2021May 2021

O P E N
LET’S BEGIN

Our initial phase (0) of the project has focused on conceptualising the initiative, designing the 
Matla Library, formulating the SIGNATUREwords Festival, launching the design competition for 
the Sudan Mobile Library and exploring the addition of a ‘Signature Artist Fund’ - a stipend to 
nurture and develop the work of local artists.

Phase 1 will see the opening of the Cradle Signature Library as well as the launch of the Sudan 
Mobile Library. Phase 2 will focus on the construction and opening of the Sudan Art + Design 
Library as well as furthering discussions with partners in other African countries regarding 
upcoming libraries.



The
Construction of the 
Cradle Signature Library 

CRADLE SIGNATURE LIBRARY - BREAKDOWN

Professional fees

R 3,000 000.00Estimated Expenditure

R 350,000.00

R 2,500 000.00

R 150,000.00

Construction

Furniture, Fixtures 
and Equipment (FFE)

To fund, facilitate and promote SIGNATUREwords 
we look to partner with the President’s Office, Ford 
Foundation, the Swedish Embassy and Institute, media 
distributors and aligned organisations.  A preliminary 
estimated budget is outlined in the adjacent table. 

The 
SIGNATUREwords
Festival 

The construction of the Cradle Signature library will 
begin with the refurbishment of the existing library. 
Thereafter, the upgrade and expansion of the library into 
the adjacent landscape will take place. The intention is 
to continue the ‘Made for Matla’ community workshops 
and encourage the local community to get involved 
in creating various objects for the library. These will 
include rammed earth benches, hand-made interior 
elements and textures that will represent the talent of 
our local community.  

The Sudan Art + Design Library is calling for the support 
of donors,both local and international, to contribute to 
the realisation of this initiative. To donate, please access 
our website at https://sudanartanddesignlibrary.com/  
for more information. 

How can you show your 
support? 

SIGNATUREwords FESTIVAL - BREAKDOWN

Artists 

R 1,200 000.00Estimated Expenditure

R 100 000.00

R 50 000.00

R 200 000.00

Curator

Installation 

Venue R 150 000.00

Marketing and
Promotion R 30 000.00

Videography R 400 000.00

Photography R 70 000.00

Book R 150 000.00

Accounting/Legal fees R 50 000.00



Following a fractious period of civil unrest and state 
suppression, Sudan is on a tentative course towards a 
democratic civilian government. There is therefore a need 
for initiatives and safe spaces that provide the opportunity 
for artistic expression as well as sincere engagement in the 
challenges facing the country.

The Soweto Signature Library at Kholwani Primary School
has positively transformed the school, the children and
their community. It is an example from which future
Signature Libraries will be developed, improving and
adjusting the model as each school requires and experience
unfolds.

This initiative crosses borders. It encourages us to join forces 
with our African siblings in a united effort to support our 
people and ignite the untapped potential within our African 
youth.

We invite you to use your signature to help us activate 
impact, nurture art and change the course of history for a 
Pan-African community.

For more information, contact: 

- Musa Mbele - Radebe at musamr@icloud.com 

- Mohamed Bedri at contactus@sudanartanddesignlibrary.com

Show your support




